
 From Ruth Pana, Denver Unit 361 President 

Welcome to 2009!   

Our new Unit 361 Board has taken up its  du-
ties.  On behalf of the 1100 members in Unit 
361, I want to welcome Don Heitler, our new 
Treasurer and Chuck Anderson who will be 
chairing Partnerships.  For all tournaments con-
tact Chuck if you are looking for a partner or a 

team.   

   It’s already Spring and we have had another 
successful January tournament (over 565 ta-
bles). The November tournament had 500 ta-
bles.  Speaking of November, we had an opin-
ion survey regarding the starting times of  Sat-
urday sessions.  The survey was a result of 
member interest in changing the starting  times 
on Saturdays.  The feedback was overwhelm-
ing for 10am and 3pm starting times  on Satur-
days.  I want to thank all of you who wrote the 
Board and expressed opinions and/or partici-
pated in the survey.   The January tournament 
implemented the new changes.  Be assured we 

will still monitor Saturday attendance.  

   SECTIONAL HOSPITALITY:  On both Friday 
and Saturday, Unit 361, led by Hospitality 
Chair, Maxine Divine,  will offer complimentary  
lunch, snacks and desserts.  On Sunday, dur-
ing the Swiss Team game, you can enjoy a ca-

tered lunch.   

   District 17 Representative  Carolyn New-
comb was appointed to the 2009 ACBL Good-

will Committee. Congratulations Carolyn!    

    The Rocky Mountain Regional will be held 
at the Renaissance Hotel May 19-25, 2009.  
There will be pair games, team games, knock-
outs, GNTs and more…so a game for every-
one. We hope to see all of you  there.  Look for 
the Regional Brochure insert in this issue of 
Table Talk.  Start planning!!!  There will be 
books for sale, great hospitality gifts and hand-

outs, dining discounts and lots of Masterpoints. 

   On Tuesday, May 19th  at  7pm be sure to 
play in the traditional Charity pairs or start the 
Mt. Elbert Knockouts.  As always be ready to 
graze an assortment of wonderful cookies. 
This year’s charity will be FAMILIES FIRST.  
For more information about this worthwhile 

Denver Charity go to:  

             FamiliesFirst Colorado.org.  

   How can you help? There are several ar-
eas:  Volunteers are needed to bring a dozen 
cookies on Charity night.  Call Lori Beard, 
Charity Event Chair, 303-758-0123.  Hospital-
ity desk needs volunteers throughout the 
week. Help with photography, setup and 
cleanup are also needed.  Give Jerry New-
comb, Regional Chair a call at 303-979-9409, 

or any of the board members, if you can help.  

    COMING UP... April I/N Tournament...look 
for the ad in this Table Talk..  Contact Don 
Boyarsky, chairman, if you have any ques-
tions.   At the I/N Tournament in October THE 
TRAVELING SUSAN DITTMER MEMORIAL 
TROPHY was awarded to  Yayoun Zee and 
Antonio Vila for the most  masterpoints 

earned. Congratulations!       

   Log on to www.denverbridge.com for local 
bridge information such as lessons, schedules 
at sectionals, regionals, and links to local 
clubs.  Log on to www.acbl.org for national 

information. 
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     2008  Life master milestones 
 

 

Emerald Life Master (7500) 
Flo Newlin 

Allen Kane 

Cal Newlin 

Hachy Pennell 

Diamond Life Master (5000) 

Norma Sands 

David Caprera 

Gold Life Master (2500) 

Paul Witonsky 

Nancy Rassbach 

Jane Ranney 

Frank Rhea 

Silver Life Master (1000) 

Judi Greene 

Elizabeth Yager 

Clyde D’Arcy 

Judith Jadin 

Robert Lupton 

Donna Yeargain 

Valerie Lager 

Judith Ude 

Garth Yettick 

Joan Curran 

Nick Charczenko 

Ted Witt 

George Everitt 

Bronze Life Master (500) 

Jeff Cathrall 

David Carlson 

Molly Kienker 

Sandra Koller 

Carol Bronder 

Lewis Dorough 

Linda Dorough 

Frank Baca 

Kirby Burkert 

Virginia Pedersen 

Audrius Mizeikis 

Sherry Clint 

Kim Powers 

Betty Adler 

Roger Pearce 

Marie Smerjac 

Carol Wendt 

David Williams 

Jon Brandon 

Ella Margaret Cron 

Michael Holmes 

Ray McLean 

Steven Wainz 

Karen Williams Cox 

Marilyn Buck 

Suzanne Humphreys 

Sharlene Rhea 

 

         Congratulations to new  

            Life masters in 2008 

      Merl Needham           Shelbie Bastiaans 

      Gina Bengel               Jay  Silberberg 

      Jon Brandon              Dorcas Evans 

       Kathleen Zipp           Jean Pershall 

       James Dulan              Rudy Tezak 

       Sylvia Kerschen        Dee Warnecke 

       Ann Krump               John Gallagher 

                           Sheila Peterson 

                             DENVER UNIT 361  

                  INTERMEDIATE-NEWCOMER   

           Spring Sectional Bridge Tournament 

                        April 18-19, 2009 

  Aurora Board of Realtors      14201 E. Evans Drive  

 

                Saturday, April 18, 2009 

 12:15  pm Lecture 

 1:00 pm Stratified Pairs (Single session) 

   A:  200-299; B:  100-199; C:  0-99 

   0-5 may be a separate event) 

 6:15 pm Lecture 

 7:00 pm Stratified Pairs (Single session) 

   A:  200-299;  B:  100-199;  C:  0-99 

   (0-5 may be a separate event) 

  

  Sunday, April 19, 2009 

 10:30 am   Swiss Team Playthrough 

 & TBA  (Victory Points) 

   A:  200-299;  B:  100-199;  C:  0-99 

                        

                   Pairs:  $7.50   Sunday Swiss Teams:  $72 per team, 

             includes lunch 

       ACBL members with 0-5 points play free                     

   All points are silver.  

The traveling Susan Dittmer Memorial Trophy is awarded to the person who wins 

the most masterpoints. 

                                      

               Director:  Alice Kinningham 

                      Tournament Chairman:  Don Boyarsky 303.369.7394 

                            Partnerships: Chuck Anderson  303-733-2040 

                                             www.denverbridge.com  



Appreciate the Little Things 

                                              By  Jan Janitschke 

  

When evaluating one’s hand  one must appreciate the value of 

minor honors, especially in a suit that partner has bid.  Let’s 

say that partner has opened 1S and you have 

                              xxx,Axxx, Qxx, Q109. 

  

You bid 2S and partner bids 3C (game try, of course). Despite 

the always-useful A, and the club help that partner is asking 

for, you should bid 3S and decline partners’s invitation be-

cause your hand has 2 big flaws- bad shape, and awful 

spades. 

     

 If partner has, say, AQ9xx, KJx, x, KJxx, he will be happy not to 

be higher. Just looking at the spade suit, he will have to be 

quite lucky not to lose more than 1 spade trick.  If, on the 

other hand, your spades were, say, J10x, he needs only a fi-

nesse to not lose any spades tricks at all.   

  

Similarly, if his spades were KJ8xx, he could easily lose 3 

trump tricks with a little bad luck if yours were 3 small, but if 

yours were as little at 109x, then he might well lose only 1 

trump trick with a successful finesse.  

  

The point is that those minor honors can make a huge differ-

ence if partner’s trumps are not solid.  You will do well to 

NEVER make any aggressive moves with 3 small in partner’s 

suit. 

       

As one more example, let’s assume partner has opened 2S, 

and you have a singleton S, but otherwise a good hand. As 

most players know, it is best to not bid very much here, since 

even if partner’s spades are decent (say, KQ107xx), if he is a 

little unlucky, he could easily lose 3 tricks in spades alone.  

  

If , on the other hand, your singleton spade is the Jack, he 

would have to be unlucky to lose more than 1 spade trick.  In 

this situation, any singleton higher than the 9 is likely to be a  

useful card.  

  

If partner has, for example, KJ9542 and you had a singleton 

10, that alone makes it unlikely that partner will lose more 

than 2 trump tricks.   

  

The little things are important and should help you decide how 

aggressive to be 

  

 

About the Author:  Jan is on  Barry Crane’s top 500  list , a bridge lecturer and au-

thor of several books on bridge as well as Unit 361 Ace of Clubs and Mini-

McKenney award winner.  He has over 16,000 masterpoints.  His latest , co-

authored with Norma Sands is a software program “Bridge Master 2000” available 

at Tattered Cover and Bridge Baron Supplies.. 

DENVER UNIT 361 
WINNERS  
CIRCLE 

 
2008 ACE OF CLUBS 

AWARDS 
(Most masterpoints at clubs) 

 

Betsy Messerschmidt, Rookie of the Year (0-5) 

Judith A. Hein, Junior Master  (5-20) 

Wendy C. Leonard, Club Master  (20-50) 

Carol Ward, Sectional Master (50-100) 

Sheryl L. Siegel, Regional Master (100-200) 

Mary J. Hess, NABC Master (200-300) 

Steven C. Wainz, Life Master (300-500) 

Richard W. Belt, Bronze Life Master (500-1000) 

Penelope  Coffman, Silver Life Master (1000-2500) 

Tom M. Breed, Gold Life Master (2500-5000) 

 En T. Hay, Diamond Life Master (5000-7500) 

Chuck F. Henke, Emerald Life Master (7500-10,000)  

Jan P. Janitschke, Grand Life Master (10,000+) 

 

2008 MINI-MCKENNEY AWARDS 

(Most masterpoints overall for 2008) 

 

Kevin Dunn, Rookie of the Year (0-5) 

Pierre Campbell, Junior Master  (5-20) 

Eric Mead, Club Master  (20-50) 

Carol Ward, Sectional Master (50-100) 

Sheila Peterson, Regional Master (100-200) 

Jon Brandon, NABC Master (200-300) 

Garth Yettick, Life Master (300-500) 

Roger Miller, Bronze Life Master (500-1000) 

Peggy Ware, Silver Life Master (1000-2500) 

David Caprera, Gold Life Master (2500-5000) 

En T. Hay, Diamond Life Master (5000-7500) 

Chuck F.  Henke, Emerald Life Master (7500-10,000)  

 Jan P. Janitschke, Grand Life Master (10,000+) 

 

2008 Director’s Trophy 

 (Denver unit player winning most masterpoints for over-
all awards in the various stratified 299er events at Den-

ver’s 4 sectionals) 

Carol Ward 

2008 Denver Unit 361 winners on 

BARRY CRANE’S TOP 500  

Garth Yettick 

Jan Janitschke 

En Hay 

David Caprera 

Cal Newlin 

Flo Newlin 

Peggy Ware 

Allen Kane 
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A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR 

2009 BRIDGE DIRECTORY ADVERTISERS 

 
ARVADA & NORTHWEST BRIDGE CLUBS, Virginia Gunter and Joe & Virginia Sewall   

ASPEN TIRE & AUTO, Joan Mager  CHERRY HILLS ANIMAL HOSPITAL, Clyde D'Arcy 

 DASGUPTA & PERRON, Sanjoy and Sue    DENVER HOUSE OF CARDS, Michael Holmes  

DENVER METRO BRIDGE STUDIO, Mike Thompson  DREAMMAKER BATH & KITCHEN, Skip Carson  

FJR JEWELRY, Bill Garlutzo          KWIK DRY CLEANERS, Joe Sewall  

 LAW OFFICE OF SUSAN GRAUER, PC         METAGRAPHICS, Kristi Endelicato     

 NORMA SANDS BRIDGE INSTRUCTION    PERRY & CO, Chuck Anderson 

PIANO FORTE, Michael Jalving       REMAX, Diann Miller   

THE BRIDGE CLUB, Marvel Heinsohn  WELLS FARGO, Bill Beard 
 

                        

2009-2010 DENVER UNIT 361 CALENDAR 

         

       April 18-19, 2009………….Spring 299er Tournament, Aurora Board of Realtors  

       May 19-25, 2009…………..Rocky Mountain Regional, Denver Renaissance Hotel  

       July 9-12, 2009…………….Summer Sectional, Jefferson County Fairgrounds 

       October 10-11, 2009……….Fall 299er Sectional, Aurora Board of Realtors 

       November 12-15, 2009…….Fall Sectional, Jefferson County Fairgrounds  

       January 7-10, 2010………..Winter Sectional, Jefferson County Fairgrounds 

       March 11-14, 2010...……….Spring Sectional, Jefferson County Fairgrounds           

       TBA………………………...Spring 299er Sectional, Aurora Board of Realtors 

       May 25-31, 2010……………Rocky Mountain Regional, Denver Renaissance Hotel 


